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and deserves a new combination as follows:

Urginea rajii (Ansari) Deb et Dasgupta comb,

nov.

Drimia rajii Ansari in Journ. Bombay nat. Hist.

Soc. 78: 572. 1981.

As a new species has been added to the

genus a revised key to the species is given:

Key to the species

la. Pedicels shorter than bracts; flowers few

U. polyphylla

lb. Pedicels longer than bracts; flowers many
2a. Pedicels 10-35 mm; racemes loose

U. indica

2a. Pedicels 4-8 mm; racemes dense

3a. Bracts persistent, not squrred

U. polyantha

3b. Bracts evanescent, spurred

4a. Capsule ovate-oblong; perianth 8-9

mmlong U. rajii

4b. Capsule subglobose; perianth ± 5

mmlong U. congesta

References

Ansari, M. Y. (1981) : Drimia rajii sp. nov. (Lilia-

ceae) from Maharashtra, India. /. Bombay nat.

Hist. Soc. 78: 572-574.

& Raghavan, R. S. (1980)

:

Nomenclature of some bulbous Liliaceae of India.

/. Bombay nat. Hist. Soc. 77': 172-173.

Boraiah, G. & Fatima, T. K. (1970) : Cytotaxo-

nomy of Urginea govindappae sp. nov. Bull. Bot.

Surv. India 12: 129-131.

(1982): On the

genus Urginea Steinh. (Liliaceae) in India. Indian

Forest. 108(4): 319.

Deb, D. B. & Dasgupta, Syamaei (1974): Taxo-

nomic revision of the genus Urginea Steinh. (Lilia-

ceae) in India. Bull. bot. Surv. India 16: 116-124.

(1981) : Liliaceae

—Tribe Scilleae. Fascicles of Flora of India no. 7.

Bot. Surv. India, Howrah.

(1983): Generic

status of Urginea Steinh. (Liliaceae). J. Econ. Tax.

Bot. 3: 819-825.

Hemadri, K. & Swahari, S. (1982) : Urginea

nagarjunae Hemadri et Swahari —a new species of

Liliaceae from India (a new plant discovery)

.

Ancient Sc. Life 2: 105-110.

Hooker, J. D. (1892) : Liliaceae. Flora of British

India 6: 299-362. London.

Jessop, J. P. (1977) : Studies in the bulbous Lilia-

ceae in South Africa. 7. the taxonomy of Drimia

and certain allied genera. J. S. African bot. 43 : 265-

319.

Jha, Sumita & Sen, Sumitra (1985): Screening

for high yield of cardiac gycosides from Indian

Squill, Urginea indica Kunth. Fifth Intern. Soc.

Hort. Sc. Symp. Med. Arom. Spice plants, Darjee-

ling.

Kishore, H. (1957) : A note on the chromosome
numbers of some plants. Indian J. Genet. PI. Breed.

11(2): 217.

Raghavan, T. S. (1935): Observations on the

somatic chromosomes of Urginea indica Kunth. J.

Indian bot. Soc. 14: 151-158.

& Venkatasubran (1940)

:

Studies in the Indian Scilleae. Cytologia 77(1-2):

55-92.

A NEWSPECIES OF LASIANTHUS (RUBIACEAE) FROMBURMA1

D. B. Deb and Mohan Gangopadhyay 2

(With a text -figure)

Lasianthus meeboldii sp. nov.

Species haec ab L. curtisii King et Gamble
differt folio latiore, stipula breviore, inflores-

1 Accepted July 1986.

2 Botanical Survey of India, Indian Botanic Gar-

den, Howrah.

centia sessili, calyce dentibus minutibus, fructi-

busque pubescentibus.

Typus: Burma, Tenasserim, Yaundan,

March, 1911, A. Meebold 14790 holo. CAL;
Mergui, Sandawut reserve, 50', 31.1.1919, C.

G. Rogers 440 m para. CAL.
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NEWDESCRIPTIONS

A

Fig. 1. Lasianthus meeboldii sp. nov.

A, Habit; B. Fruit; C. Seed; E. Embryo.
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Differs from L. curtisii King et Gamble in

broader leaves, sessile inflorescence, minute

calyx teeth, shorter stipules and pubescent fruit

amongst others.

Under shrubs 30-60 cm high; branchlets

ferruginous pubescent; younger ones compress-

ed, terete in age; raphides present. Leaves

petiolate, 5-8 x 3-4 cm, more or less oblong,

acuminate at apex, acute at base, slightly in-

curved at margin, subcoriaceous, glabrous

above, ferruginous pubescent beneath; midrib

conspicuous below; lateral nerves sub-oppo-

site, 5-6 on either side, arcuate, faint above;

nervules subparallel, forked, slender beneath;

petioles 4-6 mm long, slender, pubescent;

stipules deciduous, ±1x1 mm, triangular,

acute, pubescent. Inflorescence axillary, sessile.

fascicled, ebracteate. Calyx persistent; lobes 4

or 5, triangular, pubescent. Other parts of the

flower not seen. Fruits blue, 2-3 x 2-3 mm,
globose, ovoid, sessile, pubescent, crowned with

persistent calyx lobes, slightly ridged and

furrowed, without raphides; exocarp and meso-

carp thin; endocarp thick; pyrenes 5, dorsally

convex, ventrally angled. Seeds — 2.5 x 1.5

mm, plano-convex, ellipsoid, acute at apex,

smooth; albumen uniform; embryo ± 2 mm
long; axis ±1.7 mmlong, semi-terete, shallow

grooved at base; cotyledons ±0.3 mmlong,

ovate, obtuse at apex; funicle short.

Type : Burma, Tenasserim, Yaundan, March
1911, A. Meebold 14790 holo. CAL; Mergui,

Sandawut reserves, 50', 31.1.1919, C. G. Rogers

440 m para, CAL.
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